
WAITING FOR THE FINAL WORD ON THE                         

CO-MANAGEMENT OF LA BOTIJA 

CAPTURING THE BIODIVERSITY OF THE AREA 

www.enrichtheworld.org 

 

ENRICH THE WORLD COORDINATING BI-NATIONAL PEACE 
PARK/MODEL FOREST INITIATIVE IN HONDURAS 

Enrich the World just finished a 3 

month study of the biodiversity of 

the protected area to raise aware-

ness about the importance of the 

area and officially document the spe-

cies that can be found.  Working 

with a biologist from Honduras and a 

motion activated camera with night 

vision, we were able to capture (on 

camera) animals that have never 

been officially confirmed to exist in 

La Botija.    
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With the help of Dr. Pablo Martinez de Anguita, a professor from the 

University of Rey Juan Carlos in Spain, this important project has been 

resuscitated with Enrich the World taking a leading role.  Pablo pre-

sented forestry and governance of model forests classes at our center 

on July 31st and August 1st.  A diverse group attended the classes 

representing organizations, communities and faculty of The National 

Forestry School of Honduras and University of Nicaragua.  For more 

information on the model forest initiatives around the world visit 

www.imfn.net. 

         

 

An ocelot hunting at night 

Fernando and Tom were officially invited at the beginning of March to the headquarters of the National 

Forest Service/Park Service of Honduras in the capital of Tegucigalpa to discuss the possibility of Enrich 

the World becoming an official partner in co-managing the La Botija protected area.  After 6 months of 

discussions and meetings between the different organizations involved, the final meeting was held at our 

center in La Botija and in the local office of the Park Service in San Marcos on August 14th and 15th.  The 

signing of the co-management agreement is set to take place sometime in the near future in an official 

ceremony.  A special thank you to everyone who has supported us over the years.  More details to come 

on this exciting opportunity in the near future. 



MEET DUNIA, OUR FIRST SOCIAL ENTREPRENEUR 

SPONSORING A PARADE FLOAT  

www.enrichtheworld.org 

 

BAKING GROUP  

CLOSES SHOP 

Every year dur-

ing the last 

week of July, 

San Marcos 

holds its annual 

fair and this 

year Enrich the 

World supported 

a float to raise 

awareness 

about La Botija. 

        Fall 202 Newsletter 

In February of this year, the baking group 

decided to close shop.  Why?  Two of their 

most active members left the area of La 

Botija, leaving the group with only 3 active 

members.  In the end, they decided to 

close shop due to the difficulties of operat-

ing the business without sufficient re-

sources.   

         

 

Dunia with her caja de sueños 

(box of dreams) 

Enrich the World has known Dunia for years and we knew there 

was something special about her from the beginning.  Dunia is 

currently in 9th grade and she is the first recipient of our Youth 

Social Entrepreneurship Award (a box of used clothing donated 

from the USA which she transformed into $89 seed capital to 

start her own family pulperia (small five and dime type store).  

Dunia was very emotional when we presented this award to her.  

Special thanks to board member Karen Chung for taking the ini-

tiative to collect used clothing in the USA from friends and family.  

Who will be the next youth social entrepreneur? 

Enrich the World BRINGS                      
PEOPLE TOGETHER 

CEMAS (our center)

continues to bring people 

together to create a bet-

ter future through educa-

tion, meetings and new 

initiatives.  Recently, the 

model forest initiative 

started in CEMAS to cre-

ate the board of directors. 



 

DONATE AT 
WWW.ENRICHTHEWORLD.ORG.  
$500 CAN BUY AN ACRE OF THE 

LAND TO PRESERVE THE    
CLOUD FOREST FOREVER. 

 

 

FUNDRAISE WITH YOUR CLASSROOM, 
SCHOOL, BUSINESS OR FRIENDS TO 

HELP SAVE THE CLOUD FOREST. 

DEATH OF A               

CLOUD FOREST ? 

www.enrichtheworld.org 

 

WHY IS THE CLOUD FOREST DISAPPEARING ? 

If you have ever visited a cloud forest, you know 

just how special they are.  If you haven’t visited 

a cloud forest, you must visit one in your life-

time.  Cloud forests are filled with an incredible 

amount of biodiversity & capture water from the 

clouds that float on top of the mountains.  Each 

tree is an ecosystem filled with an abundant va-

riety of plants (including many species of or-

chids).  The last remaining & disappearing cloud 

forest in the south of Honduras can be found just 

above our center in La Botija.  Help us save the 

cloud forest before it completely disappears. 

  Save a cloud forest ! 

The disappearing cloud forest of La Botija. 

Cloud forests are seriously at risk all over the world & those cloud forests that still exist are only frag-

ments of their original extent (as shown in the photo above).  Cloud forests are cleared for timber, cattle 

and crops.  Rural poverty in third world countries leads to unsustainable land uses that drive this defores-

tation.   Like the Amazon Rain Forest, all these forests are valuable to our planet and future. 

 

These 3 pictures were taken       inside the disappearing           cloud forest (from the photo at the top).   

HOW CAN YOU HELP ? 

 

 

VOLUNTEER 
IN            

HONDURAS 



 

Contact Tom Kraeger to learn more about volunteer opportunities 
in Honduras.  Email:  tomkraeger@enrichtheworld.org. 

INTERESTED IN VOLUNTEERING ? 

Karen Chung’s submission for the Jersey City Medical Center Nursing Newsletter 

www.enrichtheworld.org 

 

From Feb 26 – March 3, 2012, Antonio Colon and Karen Chung (Emergency Department 

RNs from JCMC)  ventured to a national park (La Botija – “the hidden treasure”) in the 

south of Honduras with the non-profit Enrich The World, Inc (www.enrichtheworld.org).  As 

Vice President of the organization, Karen Chung, had visited the area three times previ-

ously and was eager to share her knowledge and experience with Antonio.  As the last re-

maining cloud forest in the area, a large focus of the Enrich The World effort in the area 

has been towards environmental protection, community education and awareness, and 

youth leadership building.  The one week medical mission with Antonio was a new health 

initiative in collaboration with the local clinic.  

Just a 20 minute walk from the Enrich The World Center, the Duyusupo Health Clinic is a 

government-financed clinic supported by two nursing assistants and a promoter.  The 

nursing assistants triage, assess, prescribe medications, refer patients to the larger health 

clinic in San Marcos de Colon (30 min by car) and conducts weekly remote clinics, while 

the promoter coordinates and presents educational sessions.  

To their dismay, Antonio and Karen eagerly arrived at the clinic to help, but found a barren 

pharmacy.  Neither ibuprofen, liquid acetominophen nor prenatal vitamins were 

stocked.  Later in the week, they would attend a regional health meeting which revealed 

that the government had run out of funding to supply even these basic medications for all 

rural clinics.  Most of the patients seen at the clinic were pregnant women, who were heav-

ily encouraged to be reviewed regularly and children who often times had intestinal issues 

due to contaminated water and poor hygiene.  Due to lack of medications, the nursing as-

sistants were limited to mainly recommending hydration, sanitation and a snacking diet to 

replenish lost nutrition.  It was a very different role of nursing which Emergency Nurses 

from a big city were not accustomed to.  Later in the week, inspired by the nursing assis-

tants’ hard work, Antonio and Karen travelled 1.5 hrs in the back of an open truck to the 

larger (and HOTTER) town of Choluteca and spent $200US to restock the Duyusupo health 

clinic.  It was a huge joy for us to place medications on the pharmacy shelves!  

There is no doubt life in La Botija is difficult with limited and poor resources yet also reas-

suring to know that the locals still smile and make the best out of what is avail-

able.  Interestingly, the Emergency Nurses from the US gained more from the experience 

by leaving with a greater understanding of how lives are saved outside of the emergency 

room and also learned quite a bit about maternity nursing!  They are already planning to 

return to coordinate a health and wellness fair in the near future!  

  Volunteer ! 
 

http://www.enrichtheworld.org/


CLASSES VIA INTERNET ARRIVE FROM SPAIN 

NORDEX TAKES INTEREST IN THE WORK  

OF ENRICH THE WORLD 

WINDY ENERGY COMES TO LA BOTIJA AND SAN MARCOS DE COLÓN 

www.enrichtheworld.org 

 

NORDEX, a german company, is in the beginning stages of a 3 year 

project to install 100 wind turbines in San Marcos/La Botija.  When fin-

ished, it will be the largest wind energy farm in all of Central America.  

This project will provide clean energy to over 200,000 homes in Hon-

duras.  NORDEX has offices in the USA located in Chicago. 

   
 

In the photo on the right, the team of NORDEX in Honduras meets 

at our center with us to discuss their work over the next 3 years.  

Fernando and Tom were also invited to the capital to meet and 

lunch with the NORDEX team where they provided us with the ulti-

mate compliment of being impressed with the work of Enrich the 

World in La Botija.  In this meeting they directly told us that they 

would like to support Enrich the World in some form over the next 

3 years.  We will keep you posted on further developments. 

On November 26th at 11:00 am 

(Honduran time), the University of Rey 

Juan Carlos in Spain began offering 

blended learning classes at our center in 

La Botija.  28 students (7th, 8th and 9th 

grade) and 2 teachers from the area at-

tended the first on-line class being of-

fered by this university.  Weekly classes 

will begin in February 2013 at our center 

offering new 

opportunities 

of learning 

for the stu-

dents and 

people of La 

Botija. 

        Fall 202 Newsletter 


